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CYRUS LENHERT: A Fennsylvania Farmer
by John E. Engle

early Years

Lyrus Sheets Lenhert was born on LDecember 28, 1B28. His parents were George
Holiinger Lenhert and Elizabeth Sheets Lenhert {see the history colusn in the
April 1986 Lenhert Hewsletier). Cyruz was the oldest of nine children. He
had =ufficient schooling to keep diaries throughout much of Rhis adult life, inm
which ne described the activities of his farms, and kept financial records of
fris variougs business dealings.

It 15 unclear whether Cyrus attended the Reformed Church near Brickerville,
Fennsylvania as a young mank, where his father was baptized, [t 15 pozsible
that his parents had become members of tne River Brethren Lhurch {Brethren in
Christ Churchi while he was still a young man. Evidence favoring Tyrus being
under Reformed for Lutheran! influence during his early vears is that his
cister Latnerine cwned a Lutheran Bible faccording fo Clarence Gish). HWe do
know that in later life both af his parents were active members of the River
Erethren Church faccording to diaries kept by their grand-daughter Maria
Hoffmarni. In 1851 {vrus married Mary Bish, precsumably of River Brethren
background, By 1878 Cyrus was certainly an active member of the Hiver
Hrethren (according to his diarvy?.

Marriages and Thildren

Cyruc was married three times and had eievern children {zee Table 13, GCyrus
and his first wife Mary Gicsh had five children, three of whom survived to
adulthood. His second marriage was to FRosanna Feindt in 1B8&2. FRosanna died
af scarlet fsver only 84 dayz after they were married. Cyrus cared far her
himself during her iilness, and alcsp took care of her burial arrangements
because of the contagiocus nature of her illnessz. He was married for the third
time to Mancy @nna Huntsberger in 1H&4, and they had six children, including
aur ancestor George Huntsberger Lenhert.

ming _in Fenpsylvania

.yrus Lenhert was a farmer,. but he was much more than that. According to his
jiaries he was a carpenter, a cabinet maker, had & syrup business, buiit

and otherwise tecok care of funeral arrancgements. An 1884 map of Hest
znegal Townzhip, Lancaster County chows him owning a farm near the Conoy

Op this map ne advertises his businece as a carpenter and maker of
syrup from Chinese sugar. OUn an 1875 map of th= same area he iz shown as
owning a second farm, near E£lizabethtown on the Harrisburg Reoad. His diaries
refer to these two farms and his various dusiness ventures.
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Entries in his 1874 diary mention details of farming, carpenrtry, and
activities relating to his attending to the deceased. Farming activities
include butchering, hauling ice, birth of calves, getting nis horse shod, ang
cutting grape vines. Once while taking a lpad of hay to Marietta, he ‘upszsot”
the icad at J.L. Gishes, relcaded. and went on to deliver it. During this year
he hought his second farm for $£32134.539, Carpentry work menticned during this
vear included making & two-horse tongue, a bedstead and bureau, hee bpowes, and
hauling logs to the saw mill for door frames. Funeral activities include
making caffins and attending to the bedies and fureral arvangements. From his
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Genealogy (continued!
Second Child’s Name in Full: _
Lact First Middle
fay HMonth Year Flace/City County State Countr

Bt n Dol O
Nk A v
Death:

BUr LAl r
Full Name of SpoUS BT o

First Midole (Maiden:

re than two children in your family, pleacge use the sams formal
t they have left home. Thanks.

News from the West...

Congratulations to Mindy Staires who graduated woih from g5 school and the
Fegicnal CGocoupational Frogram as & dental assistant. WNext year she plans to
attend the Simi Wally Adult Schooi and continue her education to become a
dental lab technicianm.

res is sttending ¥Yentura College. She iz interested in stage
make-up and iz working professionaliy with the Co 13 ege productione. She has
alisc zpent & lot of ftise tutcring the college disabled students.

& few monthes ago Wesley Lenhert wacs made vice president of Alumiloy. He had
been working 1n that capaciiy for guite zome time, we understand, but with nc
recognition ar highar pay. How he has both! Congratulations!

...News from the East...
Congratulations to Sam and Lucy Brubaker upon their 253th Anniversary!
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denny Engle grad jor frem the bniversity of Vermont in
May. GEhe has been employed as & Ccopywriier by an ad agency 16 Burlington, VT.
der addresze is 18 M. Uniop St., #1, Burling

tan, ¥T.
Sue Engle recently finished a three month course of study at the Wilma Boyd
Trave! Schocl in Pittsburgh, FPA. 5She is now a trainee for the American
Airiines Egstern Ticketing office in Hartford.

.. And News from the Midwest.
Aunt Normas Lenhert hoids her auction on 1u1v 11. %he retired the last of
fipril, and now plans to move to Messiah Village.

Curtis Eshelman completed his masters degree in nutliear engineering at the
Univercsity of ﬁzssa“r;—ﬁa’la. £ e the Beittig Corporaticn, a subsidiary

i i 1
of Westinghousa, in Oriando, Florid
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